P TIMIES-DISPATCI RICHMOND, VA, THURSDAY, JUNT

o 30, 19041.

eading Educators Discussthe Conditions and Outlook

GREAT VALUE
 OF NORMALS

Theit Important Relation o
. Solving the Problem of the

Tdueation of .Children,

v

TEACHERS MUST BE TRAINED

Special Studies for the iixpress
Putpose of Developing Iigh
Tdeals in the Teacher.

-

By a Member of the Faculty of
the State Female Normal School.

fhe ‘problem of the education of chil-
dren ds an old Bne, It s as old #8 ths
Tamily itself,
of moolety the famlly becams o separita
Institution, and' lts organization was rec-
nenlzed In the elan or tribe, the respon-
sibility of trainlng the children of tho
individual family In the soclal customs
and proctices of the communily life do-
volved fiecessarlly upon the parents. In
primltive 1fe, of course, Lhis raaction was
parrled out somawhat Inelinctlvely and
automatically, and ineluded Instruetlon
sulted 1o onmbla the ehild to survive in
the environment in which he waa placed,
Thors were ng teachers, save the parents,
and thelr Instructlon was deemed com-
pleta it thelr children grew lo manhood
o womanhood having the ability to obtain
food and shelter, Dut as soclety becams
mors thoroughly organized and greater
responsibllitles fell upon: the parents In
the home, they had not time to give thelr
children sufficlent training in' life's du-
t{es, nnd a certaln portion of the tenching
and tralning was delegated to others.
Thut,  teaching gradually becamn dif-"
forantlated from the parental dutles, ang
just 2o soon as thls responsiblllty was
khifted from the parent to u  person
whose Eole business it was to teach, then
{he problem of the quallfication’ of this
teacher becama paramount.

It thus gradually came about that cer-
tain sehools undertook the work of. pre-
paring teacders for thelr maniiold du-
ties. 1t was discovered that mere schol-
arship was no gunrantee of an individ-
ual's abliity to tepeh, but that the suc-
cesstul teacher is the one who Is tech-
nically tralned for hls work, as In all
other waiks of life, The Normal Senool
as u technleal Institution for the train-
{ng of teachera thus gradually evolved
untll ot the present time practically all
clvilized nations of the world malntain
them ot grent expense, for the sole pur-
pose of foeling assured that the youth
of) the Jana are taught in the best pos-
eibla manner.

What Is Normal Training.

A riotement of the value of normil

{rittning dmiplies an answer to the ques-
{lon, What ls normal training? How does
1t difter from the tralnlng of a High
Behool or college? These nre vitkl nues-
tlons and must be answeréd In the Hght
of the Normal Bchool curricula compared
with thore of other Institutions of learn-
ing.

In the first place, I think we can trath-
fully say that In every normal school,
worthy of the name, Lleaching ns o
solence, as an art and as a profession is
strongly emphasized. Just as In a law
echool the detall of the legal professlon
{5 studled with reference to tha indivl-
dual =pending his life In the law, or as
in the trade school, the whaole alm is to
prepare the [ndividual for a specialized
form of activity, so In the Normal School
a professional spirit I8 aroused by con-
tinued contact with the ldeals and aspira-
tlons of u teacher. There is continually
held before the mind of the Normal
EBehool student the Joftiest {deals of what
constitutes a real teather and a gooll
gchool, Before the coursa 18 complated
every student 15 compelled (o measure
himself by the higheat standards of real
teaching power known.  He ls informed
hy every department/ of the school that
there 15 something more for a teacher to
gel than mers subject matter, and thot
{8 the power to {each that sitbject matter
In a fascinating ang interesiing manner,
to be an inspiration to those seeking In-
struetion. It can ha rendlly seen’ that
when o Normal Schonl student lives and
works In such a teaching atmospliera for
two/ or three or four yenrs he s nlmost
sure to eatch the real professional spleit,
and have n siacero desire to be a real
toacher, a trup teacher, one that insplres
il uplifts, Not only =0, but 'praciically
cvery, student of a Normnal Bohool coties
1o the natitution with o desira to beeome
A teacher, pnd this his whole offort ia
bent {n this direction. e gets probably
nn much insplratlon from his fellow stu-
dents as elsowhers, and the very gossip
of the Normal Sehool pertadns to tho
teaching art, ns tha gosslp of the medleal
fludent pertalns to the elinle and the
diggecting room,

The Method of Teaching,

In i resl Normul Sehool no academle
gubject & oyer tought slmply as an ac-
ademin  subjegt, but all subjecis aro
taught with reference to preparing the
stident to toach thpt particular branch.
1very Instruclor In o Normal Bchool
should be an fdeil teacher, und the mut-
ter Iy presented In such a wiy that each
losson is o nodel lesson. It 18 perfeatly
manifest that the student working under
Euch conditions will understand what 5
tho fisld of work for m teacher far betier
than one who merely gets Information as
a student,

Bub there are spoclnl studlea taken n
A Normal Belool for the express DUrgoss
of developing higl ldeals In tho lencher
that nre not usuolly tnken to pny Eroeat
extent in other inatitutions, Thorough
courses in the history of pducatlon, deal-
ing with tho probloms thuat hnve gons
fronted tha peaple fn overy #ge. Whnt
edueitlon has been in the past, and how
varlous systems have eontirolleg o nis
tion's life, and whal has heen the gon-
iributlon te education of the varlous ros
former from Soorales to Horaco Mo,
Buch A course glves |he stadent a cross
geotlon of the generil sohema of educas-
tinn ol the present Hme, after traclng it
througl sl higtory, Couvses {n peyehol-
ofy, deallng purtioularly with the Bub-
fecl genetically, fracing mental deyelon-
ment (i the raee #nd In tha indlyidoal,
10 the teacher 2 to faster and nourlsh
mental development in the ehllg it Is cer-
1iinly necessary that he understund ihe
laws of thal development.  ‘Then tod,
Normal Sehonls offer eourses in the phils
asophy of edugatlon, deallng with anzh
problems 08 Lhe meaning of educatlon,
the alm of edueslan, facloys in edyed-
tion, health in education, devaiopment of
the el activity, Imitation and guggestion
in_mental development, jand  neny kin-
dred problems that ‘eveéry tencher wha
underatands hls buslness fully must ald
in ‘golving. .

#7171 nt the most helpful eubjects taken

When in the develspuient)
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VIRGINIA
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The Btala Nermal Behool al Parmyille
has stendlly grown In ugefulness, nnd was
never so well prepared Lo fulfhl Its mis-
Hlon as now, During the pisl LWo Yoary
vadl Improvements wers made.  An ens
tire new bullding, 'the west wing, Wil
tdded, 1t 13 Iarge, alry, comfortoble and
slmply but arctistieally’ tinished ond fur-
Wlahed, Tt eontalna o eommadious’ well
aqulpped kindergarien; a model tralning
school, ponsisting of slx largo cliss rooms,
with ‘mndern  appalnimenls, besides tha
principal’s  office dnd a naturo study
room; a large, heautiful library, with
rending room adjoining; atiractlve closa
rooms and dotmitories; and @ lorge In<
firmary, thoroughly sanliary in all its
appointments, ¥

in additlon to this, the south wing was
remodelrd.  Tha dinihg room was on-
largeid lo almost (wlee [ts former capa-
elly: and beautitfed by ‘A very ' tasteful
finlsh. A new kltchen, store rooma and
serving closet wera bullt and supplied
with tha latest conveniences, Over this
wing a third story was added; deyvoted
entiraly (o fresh and‘inviting dorml-
Lories,

Though, as can ho seen, ro much has
recently beon done, greater improvements
arp mow In progross, made possibla by
tha recent speclal appropriation of 355,000
grauted by the Leglslature, 1

Durlng ‘ths summer the main bullding
will be thoroughly overhonuled; new floors
will be lald, the walls will be cleansed
and frescoed, nnd every room will be pro-
vided with white {ron beds and good mat-
tresses, to correspond with the furnishing
of nll the new dormltories; Work on the
new bulldings, alrendy under way, will be
ptished to completion as rapidly as pos-
wible, By the end of ansther Aceslon a
new assembly hall, ‘¢lass  rooms, and
another dormitery wing will stand com-
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{Bulldine now In conrss of orcotion;)

plated, Inereasing the hoarding eapacity
af e school (o at least four hundred
Tho ngtitutlon will then present an lm-
poalng appenranee,  worthy of Its mis-
alon ind importanee,

The predent plint insludes niso A large
gymnasiom, well suppliol with moder
apparatus for physleal development, and
a steam loundry, whieh' dors the neces-
wity work o of tha entire boarding depart-
ment., ALl the bulldings are well lighted
by electricity, comfortably heated by
aleam, and generally supplled by excel-
lent baihs. ;

Life i1 the home dennrl)lhn.-n! I8 In overy
way comfortable and’ pleasarit; Attracs
tive rooms are provided, an abundanes of
almple hut pure and whole#oma food: |5
well prepared and attractlvely served,
and mext year llihla water to drink will
br firnished the students.

There is In the home-life a tone which
nppenls  very favorahly {iq most girls,
Thera Is n certaln amount of freedam,
which 185 greatly enloyed and seldom
abusaed, The ald-fashioned.. seminary
gystemn of Etrlet esplonage, In which no
pupll I8 ‘ever trusted, does not prevall
hire, minca It is belleved that such o
gyatem s powerless to develop lor inatill
the qualities essentlal to a trustworthy
tencher, Whila the girls are not treated
with unplepasant suepieion, they are, how-
aver, under careful supervislon plways,
and all restrictions .necessary to thelr
highest gond are placed abeutl them. It
{& tho mole duty of the lady principal
with two excéllent nssistants, to regulats
tha ponduct of the glrls. know whera Lhey
are and what they are dolng, provide
proper, chaperonage when necessary, and
admonlsh and rebuke when needed. Tho
system proves perfectly eatlsfuctory to
poth teachers and students.

fhe wholesome home-like tone of the

honrding department fa brighlened by ihn
strong Chrlstlan Influence porvading the
sehool, Mearly nll the girls, of  thele
awn o ehnlen, regularly  Atlend  HBunday
sehonl, whore Interesting elasses nre pri-
vidad for them, laught by members of
the facully. The young AWomen's Chris-
Han  Assoclation In the sehool 18 the
strongest 1 Lha Btate, It affords oppors
tunity for Bihle study, mizslon study and
netlve Christian service ol mony  kinds,
thus glving (he prospectlve tenchers: n
much needed tridning for, leadership, or
greater usefulness, ot least, In religious
Affairs after they leave sachool,  Horo,
{op, fre the headquarters of the 3. W,
C, A, of Virginln and West Virginla,

Tho  soclal 1fn Also (s pleasantly and
helpfully
the ndminiatration bolleving that good
teachors should know how to bo nb edase

under all elreumstances and prove o
gracjous additlon to any soclul gather-
ing,

But the real slrength of any  schouol

must, after all, lie In tha courses of study
offered, and In Ltho teichers gelected to
cerry out those courses. In regard to the
faculty, it I8 sufficlent to =ay that the
heads of nll departments are experienced
specinligte, | nnd tholr dssistants’ uare
chosen with the utmosat eare;

There |8 a five-year courss of study,
jeading to the full diploma, and a two-
year course, opcen to graduantes of aps
proved high schopls, leading to tha pro-
fosslonal diploma:

Tha State Doard of HEduentlon grants
the holder of tha full diploma ten years'
axemption  from: publle gchonl examinn-
tlons, and the professional graduate seven
vears' exemptlon.

Every sradunte, hereafter, is required

provided for and encouraged,

et

lo (aje A two yoara' courss in monual
tralnlng, and {t la the purpose of thie
Inutitution to mak# the manual tralning
-Ti-nnrtmnnrr the alrongest {n o the Bouth,
1 additon, each gradunte recelves thor-
augh tralning’ In drawing and publin
sehonl musle, A epecinl course of two

yeard |8 offered for thoss wishing tn be-
coma kindergartners.

In short, tha institution provides ade-
quate. preparatlon for  tenching any
hirnnch now required, or likely to be soon
required, dn the publle gchool system of
Virginia,  Tha additfon of the manual
tralning and kindergarten courses makes
It absalutaly necessary  for the “young
women of Virglnia to go outslde thelr own
boundatles for the highest character of
apeclal training along thesa llines.

Tha professlonal spirit undoubicdly pro-
dominates here, even in the lowest claosses,
where the Instructors never forget that
they are preparing teachers,  This splrit
pervading | the entlve academle course,
finds | {ts wtlmination In twe years of
strictly professionnl 'work, whero essen-
tlal: subject mntter of the publle schoal
branchas {a thoroughly reviewed from the
standpoint of nltencher; where new and
gtrong - coursea In psychology, pedagegy,
rohool management and edueation are In-
trodueed, and where each studont gains
nctunl experlence In the school room by
teaching one year in the tralnlng achool
under. tha carcful guldance of special
supervisors of suecessful experlence,

With =munch preparation, the' Institutior
can recommend [ts graduates and vouch
for: their sucepss under reasonable condl-
tlong: | Hundreds: of our graduates ars
teaching tliousadds of Virginla ehlldron.
They nro doifig excellent work, and they
arp our best endorsement.

{n n Normal School for equipping a
teacher properly for the technique of his
work s thal of school management. The
problems of how to organlze and conduzt
a school; how to tale all that complex
material which makes the school, and
marshal its forces into one harmonlious
aclivity, The value of such study can-
not be oyergstimited, But the crowning
featurs of the Normal Behool profession-
al coursa 18 the actual praetice In teach-
ing, under careful supervislon. To say
{hat one can teach well without prastico
is equivalent to asserting that the sclence
of ‘& thing lovolves the art also. An in-
telllgent individudl rmay soon learn: now
to teach, profiling by his own mistikes,
and using tact in| working out his own
problems, But what o sad waste. 1t
would be paralleled in absurdlty should
the Htate allow the college gradunie. to
go immadiately to the practice of medl-
elne, without any technleal training,

DBy this actual practlee in tesching the
Normal Schoal graduste  takes his dl-
ploma In his hand, knowling full well his
powers, for he has tricd them. He has
already measured swords with hls chosen
work and has come off victorlous Ie
knows he can tench, from actual exper-
ier and Bo goes out into o uneertaln

2y
nld,
the services of an artisan but o tralned
teacher, who knows his business. The
State cannot possibly make a better In-
vestment than in the egulpment and
malntenance of & thoroughly up to date
Normal School, ¥
Means Development.

Such tralning means greater deyelop-
ment for the Individual than the same in-
dlvidual would get in an equal time in a
regular college or High School conrse.
It means greater deyelopment because it
{s more oxpressional, The ordinary ac-
ndemle tralning s largely iimpressional,
while the training previously described
ns characterista of the Normal coursa
{a both oxpressional and impressional.” And
it Is only such tralning that will furnlsh
Lho Btate with strongly cultivated: men
and women, who ara self reliant, sell
sacrificing, and undersiand tle purposes
@f true living. Culturs !s only gulturo
ne It enubles the indlvidudl to put Into
actunl practies lofly moilves and impul-
gea and. ideals.

It has always scemed strunge that
soeloty and the State have always looked
50 llghtly uapon the teaching profession
a4 Lo nllow mlmMozl pny ope (0 ngage 10
teaching thelr children, Wa exact tha
sirietest  sort ot prtiplng  of | our
physielnn in  treating  thla waonderful
mechanism ,our body, whon |t becomes
dlseased. W study the laws of hyglene
and physien) growth In the most solentific
manner that theso bodles of ours may
grow and develon beautifully ang har-
moniously, which s right, When it comes
to spirituinl mattera people will not take
religlous instructlon from one who does
not know rallglous truth, nnd §8 obla to
nm-ly thig truth in proctical lving. The
minfetor who preaches but does not min-
fstor Lo  true living by example has no
power In the ecommunity, Lnowledse
ligre without the actual practice Is ut-
{orly worthless. Faith withoul woitm 13
vold,

g0
Importance of Training,

18 it nat steanga that peopls will plnce
the tmtellectural tralning of thelr chil-
dren under the superviglon of those whe
hiye had not Lhe slightest preparation
tor thelr worl, and who have no ldea
nf the responslbillty, resting upon them?
Tt {s well Lhat wo luive learned the vilus
of tho best pwofesslonal skill In deallng
with tho nurture and growth and: preser-
vitionh of this body of ours, ang It Is
woll (hat oup fdeals are so higly when we
conslder. spivitual growih and develons
ment, but it Is almoat A slander to our
educational development when the Btate
atringently, regulate tho guallifea-
tlons af such a workman as a plumber,
and wiil ab the samo time grant.n lle-
enge Lo teach (o a person. who knows
nothing of ihe memiing of educatlon,
nothing of the methods i securlng an
educition, who has nol the slighlest cofis
ceptlon of the erder of menial growth or
development, Aand I8 powerless In the
pragence of the numerous forced consti-
tuting’ the sohool as she enters upon her
Autien the frst morning. The alluation 1g
not only ridignlous, It §s pathetle.  Let
18 hope for the day soon Lo come when
eyvory Normal Hohool In the land will be'
aquipped In sueh g munner that L can
render tho inost efficlont gervice in pre-
paring ekllled tenchors fop the schools
of the Blate, ang that such laws may he
pasged as will disquallfy @iy person un-
dertaking to teach who ls nob technically
tralned for the work, [If parents do not
teach thelr childron themselves but deles
gato this servica Lo others, they haye the
right fo demand professional sklll

The State s not now paying for |

T

FINE WORK DONE BY STATE
TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.

While ths membership of this assocla-
tfon ineludes both teachers and friends
of cdueation, yet its general eplrit and
actuial workings give  pre-emimenco and
predominance to the practical teacher.
It mecks to gather together In one hody
all of the while teachers of all of tho
schools in Virginia,

Tho State Teachers' Assoelatlon recog-
nizes the' fact that Virginio hds many
excollent schools of every kind and every
groda in every section of the Biate, thut
these schonis have been made what they
are by Virginians, and the association
helleves that what has been done in one
grade of one school can be done by all
grades of that school, that what has been
done in one school of a county or cily
cxn be done inall schools of that county
or city, that what one elty in Virginia
has done all may do, and that all of the
countips may equal the work of whatever
county pow stands highest. Every thought-
| tul man must reallze that the making
| of & school system is the work of moro
than a year or two. He will also recog-
nize the egually evident truth thet radl-
cal innovatlons In methods are lmprac-
tieable {n Virginla and sweeplng changes
of teachers Impossible.
case, it |s safe to afMrm that what Vir-
ginla schools are to accomplish during
the next five or perhaps ten years de-
pends upon the teachers who are already
In the harness, and could ba clearly fore-
told |f one might accurately messurc the
mental training, moral fibre, and' profes-
slonal zeal of next year's reglster of
Virginla teachers. This query, then, forees
{lself upon. us, Why not strike for the
conter and bend our best energles to-
wards cultivating the Heart of this!Inter-
esting situation?

A complele, an fdeal Virginla Btnte As-
goclation wauld ‘contaln |a membership
of something like ten thousand persons.
Thls number would neot compreéhend oll
of the adult population of the Blale, nur
aven ol ol those wha ought to e actively
and unltedly Interested in improving con-
ditlons for publle and privale education
In this old Commonwealth, but It would
be the "Tenth Leglon,!” and, ponsldering
the naturs of the band, which ono miy
sen iR In o vislon, its capacity to do real
work; its opportunitles and experlence,
{ts flinoss for mastering hard situntions,
Its quiet but Immense petentlalliles, Its
undervalued but everlasting possibllities,
1 know of but ono hlstorleal prototypaei
namely, the Immortal ten thousund who
advanced under Qyrus and retrented un=
der Xenophon, and did both with equal
glory, Our membershlp now s not less
than 2,600 and probably does nol cxcecd
1,000,
far a8 numberg are congerned wa
goverad, one-fourth of the distaneo:

Iis numerlcal strength s by no means
the full mensurgment of the.assoclution’s
{nfluence. The work lLas been restricted
to no seciion or part of the Btule, but
the whole has been reached. Tha vice-
presidents are according (o congressionnl
districts, and the Agures show un'ulmost
enquil rnte of progress In Lhp soveral dla-
trlcta.

Wa Include alsn nll kinds and classos
of schionls, The upiyersity and the col-
leges have folhod as fuculties, the cily
agsocintions and clubs s such,  while
‘many  of 1he loeal organlzations  pre
known as county assoclations undg some
us dlatplot leagues,

The polleles fdyocinted by he aesocli-
ijop haya bheen conservative, bul singu-
larly conslstent and ‘progressiyn, - The
vitlua of  teachers' readlng clreles  las
been dnalsted upon from the heglining,
and the aesoclatlon his ataod all ‘nlong
for e multipticatlon  of high ‘echonls
and for definlla courses of study in tho
rural eghanls, In the clties, In the weil-
thley towns and communlties, In short,
wherever anything ke a reakomable
pmount, of mopoy has been put [n the
hands of the echool authorilles, splendid
sohools have been ‘established; the Blute
Aspoclation has wished to sea all of Lhe
cltles, eountles, and conimunitles do Hle-
wise, belleving! thal Virginla s uhusd.
antly able to ‘educate her own children,
1t hae been declaved by eome of our old-
o8t and wiseat leaders that Ingredse of
looal taxatlon has enome In nlng “easeg
out af ten from lacal appreciation ol phe
offorts of loeal tefichors and other sdhool
affielnls, av, In other words, thal a good
gohae! will in o few vears guarantee fopr
{{self o long term and & suflicient reye-:
nue. The genius of the Biate Association
ealls mttention, therafore, to swhat hus
been agcomplished {n Virglnla epd not

have

Such being the

It would aseem, therefore, that sg | |
3 nn

g0 much to what has becn left undone.
It 'would seem that the'bitterness of Ap-
pomattox, the Inferno of reconstruction,
and tho ordeal of rebullding her waste
places, should save the 0ld Mother from
the stings of the statlsticlan and the
Inaceurata and leritating figures of ex-
perts on illlteracy.

“Doom'd for o pertaln term to walk
tha nlght.

for the day,
fires,”
{f she hath done nany wrong, let the four
decades thot followea 1800 be her expla-
tion,

And, confin'd tp fast in

**The noble Brutus
Hath told you Caesar was nmbitious;
1t it were 8o, It wos a grievous fault;
And grievously hath Cnesar angwered (8.5
If there be any virtue, ang It thers be
any pralse, think on these things and let
us go forward. By o dolng we, as school
rien, shall certafnly be more In harmony
with the general spirit of the Virginlans
of aur day and generation ang shall cul-
tivate that good will among the tax-pay-
int will open their minds to our ar-
gumenta.
Tha assoclatlon has'etood for better
trained teachers, for our Normal Schools,
for a cordlal understanding among all
the schools and colleges: of the State,
and has expressly asked that the sclence
of teaching should be taught at the uni-
yersityn It approved, after a very full dis-
cussion at its last meeting at Charlottea-
ville, tho multiple book list, on which
polnt a majority of the peeple of Virginia

| may, or may not, fgree with the major-

{ty of the delegates .t that meeting,
However that may be; another resolution
touching the confines of the Btate Board
of Mducation will meet with, the hearly
approval of (ho electorato, nitmely, that
thin  position of  Stale  Buperintendent
ghould be mare generously proylded for
Ly the Leglalnture,

On Lhe questions of congolidation of
schools and,” generally, as to school meth-
ods und courses of study, the assgcla-
tion geems to have proececded upon the
{den that more discussion is needed where
sueh wide differences: of opinion exlst.

Bo mueh for the numerionl strength,
the mensures and ldeals of the Stnte'As-
woolatlon, A word ns to lfs men may not
be Inapproprieie,  The work of Mossrs,
Dudloy 1L Cowles and Wis A, Jenkins,
is first and second 'npresidents, will nat
be goon forgotten by theso who labored
with them. [ nm trying to get tho roster
of the plonecrs, and, while T-am unable
to elve all of tho names that should be
mentloned here, It fs bul jusy (o spealc of
ihe talthful work of Miss O B, Parrlsh
Mizs Nannla Davls, of Lynchhurg;
Miss M. I". Btone, of Pulaskl, My J. H,
Bonneville, of Hampton; Mr. 01 Lam-
bert, of Ashland; Jlessps. J. Lo Kibler,
W, H, Kelster, 'L Wampler, and W,
T.. Korr, of the Valley: dMe. R L Bheppe
af Tlg Btone Gap, mud D T AL CLChan-
dler, of Richmand,

Thae officers for the present vear are:

Presldent, R. O Bioarnes, SBalem; feo.
rotary, A, H, Foreman, Norfolli; T'reas-
urer, N, P. Palnter, of Roanpke,

Vice-prosidents by oongressionn] dis-
triete:

Plrel, SBuperlntendent John Wishington,
Mitfard; i, Mr. J. 1L Bonneville,

Thimplon: ‘Chird, Ae, B, 1. Lyrner, Rioh-
mond: Fourth, Frof, 15 15 Jones, Farm-
ville! I*Eth, Buperintendent J; 15 FPulton,
Summeriield; Blxth, Mr. W, H. Barks-
dile, Brooklyn; Heventh, Prof, Crmonde
Btone, Unlverslty of  Vieglnlag  J0ighth,
Superintendent A D Hall, Burke; MNinth,
Prof. T, B Fllzputrick, Gata Clty ) Tently,
Dy, Jag, A, Runrles, Lexington,

Tho Thmes-Dispatoh reported e aniunl
meellng of the assooiution  held at the
Univarslty of virginla doelng Noyvembay
of Jugt year, bul there are two features
af that moeetlpg which eannot be men-
tloned too often: e, the splendld way
i which the Univeralty weleomad munil
entertpined the hady, and, &egond, the
et Lt #o many delegates come nt thelr
own personpl expense, ang many from
fong distanees, This latler elrenmstunce
demonstraded io me us never pofora the
devotion of tho {enchers 'to this  iheir
own orgahlgation, ;

1 am -of oplalon: thal the best work
dona by the sssoclatlon @ along certuln

Hoes has heen seen In the disiviet meets

ings held this spring ‘at Luray and Blg
dinne Ciup by Vies-Presldents Htone s
Filepalrlok, These dlgiplot meetligs. get
plokia to the peepla and bring out mor
local talent than the State gathering cat

hops to do, Lorgs 'numbers attended
both meetings, dlslingulshed speakers, In-
eluding the Cdovernor of the Btite, were
heard, and great nnd permanent interest
wand aroused.

1 rometiines thinle that school teaching
s as truly an emplrical selence as mwedl-
clnej experience plays so gréeat a part,
and It seems guite Impozsible to reason
out o priorl what any lipne of inethods
wlil ‘do. | Great surprises always await
the uninitinted, For example, the argu+
ment for written spelling and no spelling
book seemed to mo perfect, and I was a
ghouting convert untll results dissipated
the llluelon, 'Then'we Went bhack to the
old-fashioped plan of lining up the hoys
and girls, sounding agnln the syllables,
and reinstated ‘tropping!’ to put every
onp on  his mettle,  Correlatlon, which
means teaching related things together,
{s onother Idol thot now reposes In many
pedngogical garreis, having too nften re-
sulted !n miera hotch-potch, Bo It has
hepn with teachers' meetings, Into which
1 wos drawn origlnally, greatly agalnst

my wlill. They seemed to Involve much
personal | lheonvenienee, and I thought
It just as well to avold the moderata
expense. I must confess that T could

understand beforehand  why the best
teachers In a county are tha malnstays
of thesn orgnnlzations, beenusa prompt-
ness and willingness to glve some of
ona's time for the beneflt nf others are
well-known marks of grealness, but I
do not even yet fully understand how it
Is that joining heartily in the discussions,
gelting on one's feet for a five minutes'
tall, ete., Buch meetings, develop &
tencher (r8 o, teacher wlith such eyident
rapldity. ‘These benefits do not come In
full measure to those who are only ls-
teners, even though they may be present
every tlme, but it s a fact that thosa

who talk, and talk "freely, advance n
their schnol room efficiency by leapa ang
hounds, What Virginian should fnll. then,
to glve his sympathy and support to the
Btate Teachers' Assooiation In its efforts
to develop'the tratherhood (or efsterhood)
and to give thelr dus mensura of promi-
nenca and Iocal influence to all talented,
falthful teachers? Weo muat traln them
for leadership, to  think independently,
and at the right timesa and places, to
ba ‘able. and willlng tol express thelr
thoughts, 1£ one might be sura that ln
overy county and olty of the State there
would bo large gutherings of the teachara
durlng the coming sesslon, and that the
anme waould b electrio with short, ewrs
nest specches, or talks, or popers from
miny of the rink and Nle, with no longs
winded man op waman to maolest or mnke
them uafrald, one might conldently ox-
pect hetter instruotion, better discipline,
and bhetter lines of eftort In tlie school
ronma, ull along the line, It (s, 'at least,
o fact of experlence

R, O, 8THARNES,
L ——————

Woodlawn Seminary for Girls,

Woodlawn Hominory and Musleal Insti.
tute I8 benutifully sltuated ot Gordons-
ville, Orange county, Va., amang the
magnificent Soulthwest mountalns,

The surroundings ara pleasant, and the
Ineation ideal for good school work. 'The
liome life of the sghool I8 exomplifiod,
puplls and tonechers forming one house-
Liald,

Iavery effort Is pul forth Lo mnke bolh
ihe Interior and exterior pleasunt, and
home-Uke, FHligh grode of work done In
overy department. ‘Che Instructors are
all efficient, energetle and well quall-
fled, No Inferlor work allowed in any
department,  Speclal attention 8 glven to
miusle, hoth instrumentnl and vocal, also
Lo alogution and io art,

Tha regular acholkstle currloulum  con-

wsls  of  Primary, Intermediata  and
Acndemio. courses,  IExpenses pre. very
nodernte. Bend for elrenlnry,  Addross

BEDOAR STINSON, M. Bo, Prin,
Gordonsyllle, Va.

L

in Virgin

MISS MAT

Hollins Institute, V?rgim'a;
Established In 1842, :

For the Hf,g_‘her Education of Young Ladies.

Faculty 13 Gentlemen and 23 Ladles.
Enrollment 250 Pupils from 25 States.

‘For Hlusirated Catalogue Apply to

TY L. COCKE, President,
Hollins, Virginia

new catalogia and full Information:

Shenandoah College Institute

and

School of Music,
DAYTON, ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA

Twenty-ninth annual sesslon begins September 20, 1004, A thorough pract!
school for both sexes, Courses in'Letters, Musle, Elocutlon, Business and A
fipecial advantages (n all courses, Large faculty. School of Muglo unexcelled £
the South. Beven professors In Sdhool of Music alons, Over 200 ntudenw:l'.'llailh
session. Rates, Including good board and accommodations, tultion, ete., fft_‘-m:j.i;tﬂ
to $200 for session of nine montha, Locatlon beautitul and healthful, | Writs

J. H. RUBHUSH, Director of Music School,

B, U, HODNSHEL, Prinoipal; |

“niuersiiy

Boltezs of Medicine,
RICHMOND, " VIRGINIA. ' _
MEDICINE—DENTISTRY —PHARMACY
U nity — —  — therefore,/Strong courses. .

C oncentration — thereby, strong teaching.
Method— —  — fherefrom, strong students. g
CATALOGUE — 100 PAGES — ON APPLICATION. |

R
p of plant $100,000,
with nrtifiolal loke for skating ete.

by the best Colleges and Univeraltlos.

RANDOLPH MACON A

(SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA),

EPARES for College, University or Business, Best eguipped in the South;
Electrlo lights, stenm heat, gymuastum, baths,'30 here /o
Loeated at oot of *Peaks ok Otter,!
sconery, henlthful elimate; Instruction thorough, rates $212; Work endorged
ty-elght colleges and unlversiticd of the United States.
(163) degrees, alassical and professlional, confarred slnda 1806 on students trainod’
TFor catalogue, address ] T

E. SUMTER SMITH, Pxinc_i'ﬁal'.;' '

CADEM)

Boautifie:

Ona hundred and sixt

STRONG FACULTY,

Massey Business College,
Richmond, Virginia. '
A Business School of the Highest Urade.

Annual Enroliment of 500 Studen tS. |

CATALOGUE FREE.

WASHINGTON AND
LEE UNIVERSITY,

LEXINGTON, VA
DEPARTMENTS :
1, LETTERS, § LAW.
2, BOIENCI, 4 ENGINDERING,
For further information, address

President GEQ, H, DENNY, LL. D,,
Lexington, Va:

THE GLEBE SCHOOL,

A BUHOOL FOR BOYS,

419 West Grace Street,

JUNIUS E. LEIGH.....ooon. Hotdmaster

The third sesslon of The Gleba Behool will
I!Pcn WHDNEEDA Y- SEFTEMBER 21, 1004,
Frimary. Depurtment for: smiall boys; prepared
for collegen and unlversities, Terma 3100 per
school’ yenr) one-half payabla on entranco. nnid
one-Nslt, payable Fobrunry ist onsulug.  Nui-
her of boys limlted to twentyefive, Fur infor-
mitlon,  cireulars, ele, address JUNIUS 1,
LETGH, 881 W, Grace Blreok

VIRGINIA COLLEGE

For YOUNC LADIES, Reunoke, Ya.
Opens _Hept. 6 1004, One of the leading
Rohools for Young Ladiea In the Boulh, New
bullings, plapa pnd pqulpment. Campua  ten
08, Cirund . pionntain . soelery I Valley ol
for  health. " Huropean = und
an mu:.wﬁll‘.ur::nrvngﬂw
fdvantages In ATk Musio mnd Eloeutian. ©
(lﬂt’iltal!‘ Wellealsy,  Students from - Stoloes
For catalogue. wddress MATTIE T, HARRIS,
President, Roanoke,

[
Virginla,  finad
A:la;:ﬂcnn tenchars,

oy =]

FREDERICKSBURG
COLLEGE.

Wrife ‘o Catalogue lo

REY. J. W, RISERRO, D.D.,
FREDER J{SBURD, V.

HOLLINS INSTITUTE Virginia -

Eatablished (n 1514

ghee Education of Young Ladies
7, I.:I ﬁanlla men and 28 ladlea,
\

Tor the II!
Al
A 1| I adia,
i.'}:»f n'ﬂ.‘l'lrm.t’?:ﬁf.’.:ﬁ'u?ﬁ." u‘:‘a';l; |? A
MISS MATTY 1. L:GK'EF-‘ Lres, Holllna, y s

o

SUMMER SCHOOL
FOR : BOYS, .I
BROWN'S urmlrfayfw SCHODL,
Charlutiesvitie, Vi,

for choular,

ST B

Locust Dale, Virginia.

LOCATION — Approved _
the experts of the “U. S, Health
Bulletin.” 'Ranks second in th
world for healthfulness.

Comfortable  rooms for
dents, excellent boarding departs
ment, large ‘campus, base-ball
and foot-ball = grounds, tennis
court, well equipped gymnasiuni,
abundant supply of free-stone!
and chalybeate water, all neces=!
sary convenigiices.,

COURSES—Classical,  Scien~
tific and Commercial. I;’repa_res'-_.
for senior worle in the ‘universi-'
ties, for schools of Technology!
and for Business, Tull corps of |
instructors. « e

Twenty-one representatives in
tho' Universities and  Tech, "
Schools this session, _

Terms, $2s0 ' for nine-month
SC85101. 8

We would emphasize speciale |
ly the safe, home surroundings,
together with the strict disclps
line. o
. Apply far catalogue,

W. W. BRIGGS,

St. Albans Schoul for Boys

Thirteenth sesslon opena BEPT. ol
Dg?r}‘lr talogun uadr‘:m W.Pll; 'hk’?e‘i
' H y

plalog )
1, Headmaster, padford, Va,
PASTERN ém.t,t:r}m

For

Young Women: [ Jurn&in'

FProfessois and Lacturepin’ Colleg!
ropalalory, Huslosss Music,

b3 E
ﬁllo?unou. Healthtul  jocation, |
IiJﬂ.M‘III] from AT 818 “\-I"EN
8.
Front. R0




